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Prayer to Our Lady of Good Counsel 

  

 

God of heavenly wisdom, 

you have given us Mary, Mother of Jesus, 

to be our guide and counselor. 

Grant that we may always seek her motherly help in this life 

and so enjoy her blessed presence in the life to come. 

O Mother of Good Counsel, 

Patroness of the National Council of Catholic Women, 

intercede for us, 

that we may be wise, courageous, and loving leaders of the Church. 

Help us, dear mother, to know the mind of Jesus, your son. 

May the Holy Spirit fill us with reverence for God’s creation, 

and compassion for all God’s children. 

May our labors of love on earth enhance the reign of God 

and may God’s gifts of faith and living hope 

prepare us for the fullness of 

the world to come. 

Amen.
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Introduction 
 
 

† Pray for      

Vocations 
 

     Recognizing the need in our world today for a better understanding and 

commitment to the call of God to vocation, the Spirituality Commission of the 

National Council of Catholic Women has developed this resource to be used in a 

general parish audience and/or in events for children, teens, women and men. The 

Church recognizes four vocations: ordained life - priesthood/diaconate, religious 

life, marriage and single life - calls by God to a specific state in life to serve God in 

all whom we meet.        

This resource begins with quotations from Pope Francis regarding states of 

vocations and his “Message on the 53rd World Day of Prayer for Vocations.” All are 

encouraged to pray through these documents to hear the sacred sense of all 

vocations by our Church. 
 

 In addition to the prayer services for multiple audiences, there is also a 

follow-up prayer service for parents of children who are discerning a vocation to 

the ordained life and religious life. The concluding chapter offers practical 

suggestions for additional opportunities to reinforce and support vocations in a 

parish community. It is only in discerning and answering our call to vocation with 

the unconditional fiat of Our Blessed Mother and Jesus, that each of us finds true 

happiness.        

These direct quotes from Pope Francis’ Apostolic Exhortation, Amoris 

Laetitia, The Joy of Love address the married, single and virginal or celibate states 

of life:  
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Pope Francis on the Vocation of Marriage: 
 
72. The sacrament of marriage is not a social convention, an empty ritual or 
merely the outward sign of a commitment. The sacrament is a gift given for 
the sanctification and salvation of the spouses, since “their mutual belonging 
is a real representation, through the sacramental sign, of the same 
relationship between Christ and the Church. The married couple are 
therefore a permanent reminder for the Church of what took place on the 
cross; they are for one another and for their children witnesses of the 
salvation in which they share through the sacrament”.64 Marriage is a 
vocation, inasmuch as it is a response to a specific call to experience 
conjugal love as an imperfect sign of the love between Christ and the Church. 
Consequently, the decision to marry and to have a family ought to be the 
fruit of a process of vocational discernment.   © Libreria Editrice Vaticana 

 
73. “Mutual self-giving in the sacrament of matrimony is grounded in the 
grace of baptism, which establishes the foundational covenant of every 
person with Christ in the Church. In accepting each other, and with Christ’s 
grace, the engaged couple promise each other total self giving, faithfulness 
and openness to new life.  The couple recognizes these elements as 
constitutive of marriage, gifts offered to them by God, and take seriously 
their mutual commitment, in God’s name and in the presence of the Church. 
Faith thus makes it possible for them to assume the goods of marriage as 
commitments that can be better kept through the help of the grace of the 
sacrament… Consequently, the Church looks to married couples as the heart 
of the entire family, which, in turn, looks to Jesus”.65 The sacrament is not a 
“thing” or a “power”, for in it Christ himself “now encounters Christian 
spouses... He dwells with them, gives them the strength to take up their 
crosses and so follow him, to rise again after they have fallen, to forgive one 
another, to bear one another’s burdens”.66 Christian marriage is a sign of 
how much Christ loved his Church in the covenant sealed on the cross, yet it 
also makes that love present in the communion of the spouses. By becoming 
one flesh, they embody the espousal of our human nature by the Son of God. 
That is why “in the joys of their love and family life, he gives them here on 
earth a foretaste of the wedding feast of the Lamb”.67 Even though the 
analogy between the human couple of husband and wife, and that of Christ 
and his Church, is “imperfect”,68 it inspires us to beg the Lord to bestow on 
every married couple an outpouring of his divine love.   
64 John Paul II, Apostolic Exhortation Familiaris Consortio (22 November 1981), 13: AAS 74 (1982), 94.  
65 Relatio Synodi 2014, 21. 
66 Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1642.  
67 Ibid.  
68 Catechesis (6 May 2015): L’Osservatore Romano, 7 May 2015, p. 8 
© Libreria Editrice Vaticana 
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Pope Francis on the Single Vocation  
 
158. “Many people who are unmarried are not only devoted to their own 
family but often render great service in their group of friends, in the Church 
community and in their professional lives. Sometimes their presence and 
contributions are overlooked, causing in them a sense of isolation. Many put 
their talents at the service of the Christian community through charity and 
volunteer work. Others remain unmarried because they consecrate their lives 
to the love of Christ and neighbour. Their dedication greatly enriches the 
family, the Church and society”.165   
165 Relatio Finalis 2015, 22. 
© Libreria Editrice Vaticana 
 

 
Pope Francis on Virginity and Celibacy 
 
159. Virginity is a form of love. As a sign, it speaks to us of the coming of the 
Kingdom and the need for complete devotion to the cause of the Gospel (cf. 1 
Cor 7:32). It is also a reflection of the fullness of heaven, where “they neither 
marry nor are given in marriage” (Mt 22:30). Saint Paul recommended 
virginity because he expected Jesus’ imminent return and he wanted 
everyone to concentrate only on spreading the Gospel: “the appointed time 
has grown very short” (1 Cor 7:29). Nonetheless, he made it clear that this 
was his personal opinion and preference (cf. 1 Cor 7:6-9), not something 
demanded by Christ: “I have no command in the Lord” (1 Cor 7:25). © Libreria 

Editrice Vaticana  
 
Pope Francis on the Gift of Each Calling 
 
159 CONT. All the same, he recognized the value of the different callings: 
“Each has his or her own special gift from God, one of one kind and one of 
another” (1 Cor 7:7). Reflecting on this, Saint John Paul II noted that the 
biblical texts “give no reason to assert the ‘inferiority’ of marriage, nor the 
‘superiority’ of virginity or celibacy”166 based on sexual abstinence. Rather 
than speak absolutely of the superiority of virginity, it should be enough to 
point out that the different states of life complement one another, and 
consequently that some can be more perfect in one way and others in 
another. Alexander of Hales, for example, stated that in one sense marriage 
may be considered superior to the other sacraments, inasmuch as it 
symbolizes the great reality of “Christ’s union with the Church, or the union 
of his divine and human natures”.167   
 
166 Catechesis (14 April 1982), 1: Insegnamenti V/1 (1982), 1176.  
167 Glossa in quatuor libros sententiarum Petri Lombardi, IV, XXVI, 2 (Quaracchi, 1957, 446). 
© Libreria Editrice Vaticana   
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MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS 
ON THE OCCASION OF THE 53rd WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

FOR VOCATIONS 

The Church, Mother of Vocations             

Dear Brothers and Sisters,  

It is my great hope that, during the course of this Extraordinary Jubilee of 
Mercy, all the baptized may experience the joy of belonging to the Church and 
rediscover that the Christian vocation, just like every particular vocation, is born 
from within the People of God, and is a gift of divine mercy. The Church is the 
house of mercy, and it is the “soil” where vocations take root, mature and bear 
fruit.  

For this reason, on the occasion of the 53rd World Day of Prayer for Vocations, I 
invite all of you to reflect upon the apostolic community, and to give thanks for 
the role of the community in each person’s vocational journey. In the Bull of 
Indiction for the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy, I recalled the words of the 
venerable Saint Bede, describing the call of Saint Matthew: “Miserando atque 
eligendo” (Misericordiae Vultus, 8). The Lord’s merciful action forgives our sins 
and opens us to the new life which takes shape in the call to discipleship and 
mission. Each vocation in the Church has its origin in the compassionate gaze of 
Jesus. Conversion and vocation are two sides of the same coin, and continually 
remain interconnected throughout the whole of the missionary disciple’s life.  

Blessed Paul VI, in his exhortation Evangelii Nuntiandi, described various steps 
in the process of evangelisation. One of these steps is belonging to the Christian 
community (cf. no. 23), that community from which we first received the 
witness of faith and the clear proclamation of the Lord’s mercy. This 
incorporation into the Christian community brings with it all the richness of 
ecclesial life, particularly the sacraments. Indeed, the Church is not only a place 
in which we believe, but it is also an object of our faith; it is for this reason that 
we profess in the Credo: “I believe in the Church”.  

The call of God comes to us by means of a mediation which is communal. God 
calls us to become a part of the Church and, after we have reached a certain 
maturity within it, he bestows on us a specific vocation. The vocational journey 
is undertaken together with the brothers and sisters whom the Lord has given to 
us: it is a con-vocation. The ecclesial dynamism of the call is an antidote to 
indifference and to individualism. It establishes the communion in which 
indifference is vanquished by love, because it demands that we go beyond 
ourselves and place our lives at the service of God’s plan, embracing the 
historical circumstances of his holy people.  

http://www.iubilaeummisericordiae.va/content/gdm/en.html
http://www.iubilaeummisericordiae.va/content/gdm/en.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/bulls/documents/papa-francesco_bolla_20150411_misericordiae-vultus.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/bulls/documents/papa-francesco_bolla_20150411_misericordiae-vultus.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/bulls/documents/papa-francesco_bolla_20150411_misericordiae-vultus.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/paul-vi/en/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_p-vi_exh_19751208_evangelii-nuntiandi.html
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On this day dedicated to prayer for vocations, I urge all the faithful to assume 
their responsibility for the care and discernment of vocations. When the Apostles 
sought someone to take the place of Judas Iscariot, Saint Peter brought 
together one hundred and twenty of the brethren (cf. Acts 1:15); and in order to 
chose seven deacons, a group of disciples was gathered (cf. 6:2). Saint Paul 
gave Titus specific criteria for the selection of presbyters (cf. Titus 1:5-9). Still 
today, the Christian community is always present in the discernment of 
vocations, in their formation and in their perseverance (cf. Apost. Ex. Evangelii 
Gaudium, 107).  

Vocations are born within the Church. From the moment a vocation begins to 
become evident, it is necessary to have an adequate “sense” of the Church. No 
one is called exclusively for a particular region, or for a group or for an ecclesial 
movement, but rather for the Church and for the world. “A sure sign of the 
authenticity of a charism is its ecclesial character, its ability to be integrated 
harmoniously into the life of God’s holy and faithful people for the good of all” 
(ibid., 130). In responding to God’s call, young people see their own ecclesial 
horizon expand; they are able to consider various charisms and to undertake a 
more objective discernment. In this way, the community becomes the home and 
the family where vocations are born. Candidates gratefully contemplate this 
mediation of the community as an essential element for their future. They learn 
to know and to love their brothers and sisters who pursue paths different from 
their own; and these bonds strengthen in everyone the communion which they 
share.  

Vocations grow within the Church. In the course of formation, candidates for 
various vocations need to grow in their knowledge of the ecclesial community, 
overcoming the limited perspectives that we all have at the beginning. To that 
end, it is helpful to undertake some apostolic experience together with other 
members of the community, for example: in the company of a good catechist, to 
communicate the Christian message; together with a religious community, to 
experience the evangelisation of the peripheries sharing in the life of the 
cloister, to discover the treasure of contemplation; in contact with missionaries, 
to know more closely the mission ad gentes; and in the company of diocesan 
priests, to deepen one’s experience of pastoral life in the parish and in the 
diocese. For those who are already in formation, the ecclesial community always 
remains the fundamental formational environment, towards which one should 
feel a sense of gratitude.  

Vocations are sustained by the Church. After definitive commitment, our 
vocational journey within the Church does not come to an end, but it continues 
in our willingness to serve, our perseverance and our ongoing formation. The 
one who has consecrated his life to the Lord is willing to serve the Church 
wherever it has need. The mission of Paul and Barnabas is a good example of 
this readiness to serve the Church. Sent on mission by the Holy Spirit and by the 
community of Antioch (cf. Acts 13, 1-4), they returned to that same community 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium.html
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and described what the Lord had worked through them (cf. 14: 27). Missionaries 
are accompanied and sustained by the Christian community, which always 
remains a vital point of reference, just as a visible homeland offers security to all 
who are on pilgrimage towards eternal life.  

Among those involved in pastoral activity, priests are especially important. In 
their ministry, they fulfil the words of Jesus, who said: “I am the gate of the 
sheepfold […] I am the good shepherd” (Jn 10: 7, 11). The pastoral care of 
vocations is a fundamental part of their ministry. Priests accompany those who 
are discerning a vocation, as well as those who have already dedicated their 
lives to the service of God and of the community.  

All the faithful are called to appreciate the ecclesial dynamism of vocations, so 
that communities of faith can become, after the example of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, like a mother’s womb which welcomes the gift of the Holy Spirit (cf. Lk 1: 
35-38). The motherhood of the Church finds expression in constant prayer for 
vocations and in the work of educating and accompanying all those who 
perceive God’s call. This motherhood is also expressed through a careful 
selection of candidates for the ordained ministry and for the consecrated life. 
Finally, the Church is the mother of vocations in her continual support of those 
who have dedicated their lives to the service of others.  

We ask the Lord to grant to all those who are on a vocational journey a deep 
sense of belonging to the Church; and that the Holy Spirit may strengthen 
among Pastors, and all of the faithful, a deeper sense of communion, 
discernment and spiritual fatherhood and motherhood.  

Father of mercy, who gave your Son for our salvation and who strengthens us 
always with the gifts of your Spirit, grant us Christian communities which are 
alive, fervent and joyous, which are fonts of fraternal life, and which nurture in 
the young the desire to consecrate themselves to you and to the work of 
evangelisation. Sustain these communities in their commitment to offer 
appropriate vocational catechesis and ways of proceeding towards each one’s 
particular consecration. Grant the wisdom needed for vocational discernment, so 
that in all things the greatness of your merciful love may shine forth. May Mary, 
Mother and guide of Jesus, intercede for each Christian community, so that, 
made fruitful by the Holy Spirit, it may be a source of true vocations for the 
service of the holy People of God.  

From the Vatican, 29 November 2015 First Sunday of Advent 

Franciscus

© Libreria Editrice Vaticana 
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God’s Call to Vocation and Our Response 
 
 

God calls each of us 

to a vocation: most 

are called to 

marriage, others to 

the ordained life- 

priesthood/diaconate, 

religious or  

single life. 

 

 
1 

The Call:    
When a person is discerning his/her vocation, (marriage, ordained life – priesthood/ 

diaconate, religious or single life) it is a special grace-filled time for the person and the family. 

One needs to spend time in prayer and contemplative reflection and dialogue with community 

members, family members, friends, loved ones, spouses and fiancés. It is a time to listen to the 

call of God. It is a time for conversion, not only for the one considering his/her vocation, but for 

those around him/her. God’s transforming presence surrounds the entire process. This process of 

discernment invites the “discerner,” to tap into the core of his/her being: deepen prayer life, 

become energized for service, and awaken the desire to grow in love of God. 

 

          When we reflect on the Holy Family’s experiences as Jesus was gaining an understanding 

of his mission, we recognize the same moments of confusion and anxiety that we experience in 

our families when someone in the family is considering a life devoted to God in marriage, 

priesthood, diaconate or religious community. Each family member is called to sacrifice 

something—some dream, some hoped-for experience with the person who is now contemplating 

a specific road to walk.  But each family member is also given a great gift when someone in the 

family discerns where God is calling to share his/her faith life. Each family member comes to 

appreciate God’s call more fully in his/her own life, and there is a moment of reconciliation with 

all that is, was and will be. 
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The Response:   

So how does someone discern where and with whom to respond to God’s call? How do 

families offer their support? It all begins with prayer: prayers for guidance offered by the 

discerner and prayers of support offered by the family. “Behind and before every 

vocation to the priesthood or consecrated life, there is always the strong 
and intense prayer of someone: a grandmother, a grandfather, a mother, a 

father, a community,”  Pope Francis said in the Regina Caeli April 21, 2013. 

            This time of prayer is essential and brings blessings and graces, not only to the individual 

discerning God’s call, but to his/her family and the wider Church. Jesus always took time to 

pray, and he was attentive to those who called out to him in prayer. Remember the story of the 

paralytic man, who longed to see Jesus, yet could not get to him without help? 

 (Mark 2: 1-12)When Jesus returned to Capernaum after some days, it 

became known that he was at home.  Many gathered together so that there 
was no longer room for them, not even around the door, and he preached 

the word to them.  They came bringing to him a paralytic carried by four 
men.  Unable to get near Jesus because of the crowd, they opened up the 
roof above him. After they had broken through, they let down the mat on 

which the paralytic was lying. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the 
paralytic, “Child, your sins are forgiven.” Now some of the scribes were 

sitting there asking themselves,  “Why does this man speak that way?  He 
is blaspheming. Who but God alone can forgive sins?”  Jesus immediately 
knew in his mind what they were thinking to themselves, so he said, “Why 

are you thinking such things in your hearts?  Which is easier, to say to the 
paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise, pick up your mat and 

walk’? But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority to forgive 
sins on earth”—  he said to the paralytic, “I say to you, rise, pick up your 
mat, and go home.”  He rose, picked up his mat at once, and went away in 

the sight of everyone. They were all astounded and glorified God, saying, 
“We have never seen anything like this.”   

          For those who are discerning a vocation (ordained life - priesthood/diaconate, religious 

life, marriage or single life), their prayers and the prayers offered on their behalf by family, 

friends, and the community will most certainly elicit a response from God, and everyone’s life 

will be changed forever. That is why it is important for families and faith communities to show 

their support of someone who is in discernment. Everyone’s vocation will grow in the process.   

         As with Mary and the disciples in the Upper Room after Jesus’ death, the Spirit descends 

upon those in deep and regular prayer and offers them strength and courage. Families, friends, 

and parishioners—as well as those discerning a vocation—are all renewed by this encounter with 

the Spirit in prayer, and, like the first disciples, our commitment to follow where Christ leads is 

strengthened, and we are inspired to use our gifts to spread the Word of God to others. 

 

Excerpted from “How Families can Support their Children’s Vocation Choices” an article by Beth Mahoney 

originally published in Vision Vocation Guide: Parish Resource Packet 10/30/2014. 



Prayer Services for Vocations                                                    

PARISH PRAYER SERVICE  Page 10 

 

Parish Prayer Service for Vocations 

2 

 

Opening Song: Select a song of Call familiar to the community, eg. “You Are Mine” by 

David Haas, GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

Opening Prayer: 
          In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. 

          Heavenly Father, you created each of us in your image and likeness and call us to love like 

you. It is love that leads to holiness and happiness. Holiness always involves a complete self-gift 

– living one’s life for you - and happiness is living the fulfillment of your plan for our lives. As 

we listen to your Word, please help us to better hear, understand and commit to your call in our 

lives and the lives of others and help each of us to live that call for the fullness of life. This we 

pray through Christ Our Lord. Amen. 

††† 

Presider: Our First Reading is probably one of the most famous stories of God’s call in the 

Bible. Samuel is unaware of God’s voice and responds immediately to Eli. Eli finally 

understands what’s happening to Samuel and teaches him how to respond. 
 

First Reading: 1 Samuel 3: 1-10 
 During the time young Samuel was minister to the LORD under Eli, the 
word of the LORD was scarce and vision infrequent. One day Eli was asleep 

in his usual place. His eyes had lately grown so weak that he could not 
see.  The lamp of God was not yet extinguished  and Samuel was sleeping 
in the temple of the LORD where the ark of God was.  The LORD called to 

Samuel, who answered, “Here I am.”  He ran to Eli and said, “Here I am. 
You called me.” “I did not call you,” Eli answered. “Go back to sleep.” So 

he went back to sleep.  Again the LORD called Samuel, who rose and went 
to Eli. “Here I am,” he said. “You called me.” But he answered, “I did not 
call you, my son. Go back to sleep.” 



Prayer Services for Vocations                                                    

PARISH PRAYER SERVICE  Page 11 

 

 Samuel did not yet recognize the LORD, since the word of the LORD had not 
yet been revealed to him.  The LORD called Samuel again, for the third time. 

Getting up and going to Eli, he said, “Here I am. You called me.” Then Eli 
understood that the LORD was calling the youth.  So he said to Samuel, “Go 

to sleep, and if you are called, reply, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is 
listening.’” When Samuel went to sleep in his place,  the LORD came and 
stood there, calling out as before: Samuel, Samuel! Samuel answered, 
“Speak, for your servant is listening.” 

Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 95 may be sung, eg. “You Are Mine” by David Haas, GIA 

Publications, Inc. 
 

Presider: Our Lord gave each of us his Holy Spirit to be his presence within us. And it is 

evident that we are listening to and responding to his Holy Spirit by the fruits of our behavior 

and lives. 

Second Reading: Galatians 5: 22-25 

In contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

generosity, faithfulness,  gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no 

law.  Now those who belong to Christ [Jesus] have crucified their flesh with 

its passions and desires.  If we live in the Spirit, let us also follow the 

Spirit.   

 

Presider: Each of us is called to serve the Lord in one another and Jesus is our perfect model, 

so we look to his example and we listen to his word.  

 

Gospel: Matthew 1: 18-24 

Now this is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. When his mother 

Mary was betrothed to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was 

found with child through the holy Spirit.  Joseph her husband, since he was 

a righteous man, yet unwilling to expose her to shame, decided to divorce 

her quietly.   Such was his intention when, behold, the angel of the 

Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be 

afraid to take Mary your wife into your home. For it is through the holy 

Spirit that this child has been conceived in her.   She will bear a son and 

you are to name him Jesus, because he will save his people from their 

sins.”  All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the 

prophet: 

“Behold, the virgin shall be with child and bear a son,  

        and they shall name him Emmanuel,”  
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which means “God is with us.”   When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of 
the Lord had commanded him and took his wife into his home. 
 

Presider: We are all familiar with Mary’s call from God and her “Yes” in response. This 

gospel includes a reference to her call as well as Joseph’s own “Yes” response to a messenger of 

God. Like Mary and Joseph and Jesus (whose mission was to “save his people from their sins” ) 

- each of us has been called by God for mission and each and all of us are called to let the fruits 

of the Holy Spirit shine in every moment, every relationship, every task of every day in 

fulfillment of that mission. All lives bear fruit. This is our deepest and most profound universal 

call.   How we live our mission, how we answer our call – either as a married couple – like Mary 

and Joseph; or as a single  – like Jesus; or as a priest, deacon or consecrated religious - it is our 

vocation – our call within a call.  We have with us today witnesses to explain how they are 

fulfilling God’s call in their lives. 
 

Witnesses:  (As time and availability permits it would be good to have a witness from each 

vocation – but at a minimum – a married couple – who can also include a few statements 

regarding their single state prior to marriage and either a priest, deacon or religious – who also 

can include a few comments on his/her single state prior to ordination/vows.) 

 

Prayers of the Faithful: 

Presider: Let us bring our prayers of petition to our heavenly Father. 

For our Church – all the people of God – that we may listen with our hearts and lead holy lives 

of love in answer to God’s call. For this we pray… 

All: Hear us, Oh Lord. 

For our Holy Father - Pope Francis, all our bishops, priests, deacons, religious that their lives of 

consecrated love of God may as Christ’s example lead each and all of us to lives of self-less love 

and service to one another. For this we pray… 

All: Hear us, Oh Lord. 

For married couples – who have answered God’s call to unite as one flesh that their love of one 

another may always witness to their selfless gift to God - their openness to bear the fruit of 

children as well as their lives of self-less love in service to others. For this we pray… 

All: Hear us, Oh Lord. 

For parents – that they may truly cherish and nurture the children God has gifted them to bring 

into being and raise for God’s purposes/mission. For this we pray… 

All: Hear us, Oh Lord. 

For the ordained priests/deacons – that their selfless lives of love as Christ loved may always 

bring God’s grace to our Church and our world. For this we pray… 

All: Hear us, Oh Lord. 

† 
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For religious men and women - who give their lives in loving God, praying for the world and 

serving Christ in all those in need. For this we pray… 

All: Hear us, Oh Lord. 

For single men and women – who also give their lives in love and service to God, but without the 

companionship of spouse or formal community, that they may be graced with true friendships. 

For this we pray… 

All: Hear us, Oh Lord. 

For each of us that we may recognize the vocation that God has or is calling us to and that we 

more fully commit to living out that vocation in selfless gift to God; that we may be aware of and 

nurture the call of others – our children and one another in our community to more selflessly 

answer God’s call to live out their own vocation. For this we pray… 

All: Hear us, Oh Lord. 

Presider:  Thank you to the witnesses and those who have provided this prayer opportunity. 

Encourage each and all to be more truly open and receptive to the call of the Holy Spirit - that 

each and all become encouragers of the call of God in other’s lives. 

Closing Prayer:  All  

 

Saint John Paul II World Youth Day 2000 
 

It is Jesus in fact that you seek when you dream of happiness; he is 
waiting for you when nothing else you find satisfies you; he is the beauty 

to which you are so attracted; it is he who provokes you with that thirst for 
fullness that will not let you settle for compromise; it is he who urges you 

to shed the masks of a false life; it is he who reads in your hearts your 
most genuine choices, the choices that others try to stifle. It is Jesus who 

stirs in you the desire to do something great with your lives, the will to 

follow an ideal, the refusal to allow yourselves to be grounded down by 
mediocrity, the courage to commit yourselves humbly and patiently to 

improving yourselves and society, making the world more human and more 
fraternal. 

 
© Copyright 2000 - Libreria Editrice Vaticana 

 

Closing Song: Select a song of Call familiar to the community, eg. “Here I Am, Lord” by Dan 

Schutte, OCP Publications.  
 

† Pray for      

Vocations 
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Teen’s Prayer Service for Vocations 
 

3 
 

Opening Song: Select a song of Call the teens know well. 
 

Opening Prayer:   

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. 

Heavenly Father, you created each of us in your image and likeness and call us to love like you. 

It is love that leads to holiness and happiness. Holiness always involves a complete self-gift – 

living one’s life for you - and happiness is living the fulfillment of your plan for our lives. 

As we listen to your Word, please help us to better hear, understand and commit to your call in 

our lives and the lives of others and help each of us to live that call for the fullness of life. This 

we pray through Christ Our Lord. Amen. 

††† 

Presider: Our First Reading from Isaiah talks about the things that we are called to live in life. 

We are called to be present to those who are less fortunate than we are and to help them. Listen 

carefully to these words of the Prophet so you can picture yourself responding to the needs of 

those around you. 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 42:5-9 

Thus says God, the LORD, 

    who created the heavens and stretched them out, 

    who spread out the earth and its produce, 

Who gives breath to its people 

    and spirit to those who walk on it: 
 I, the LORD, have called you for justice, 

    I have grasped you by the hand; 

I formed you, and set you 

    as a covenant for the people, 

    a light for the nations, 
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 To open the eyes of the blind, 

    to bring out prisoners from confinement, 

    and from the dungeon, those who live in darkness. 
 I am the LORD, LORD is my name; 

    my glory I give to no other, 

    nor my praise to idols. 
 See, the earlier things have come to pass, 

    new ones I now declare; 

Before they spring forth 

    I announce them to you. 

 

Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 95 may be song eg. “If Today You Hear God’s Voice” by 

David Haas, GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

Presider: Our Lord gave each us his Holy Spirit to be his presence within us. And it is evident 

that we are listening to and responding to his Holy Spirit by the fruits of our behavior and lives. 

Second Reading: Galatians 5: 22-25 

In contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

generosity, faithfulness,  gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no 

law.  Now those who belong to Christ [Jesus] have crucified their flesh 

with its passions and desires.  If we live in the Spirit, let us also follow the 

Spirit.  

  

Presider: Each of us is called to help the Lord in one another and Jesus is our perfect model, so 

we look to his example and we listen to his word.  

Gospel: John 15:9-17                          

”As the Father loves me, so I also love you. Remain in my love.  If you keep 

my commandments, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my 

Father’s commandments and remain in his love. 

“I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and your joy may be 

complete.   This is my commandment: love one another as I love you.  No 

one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.   You 

are my friends if you do what I command you.    I no longer call you slaves, 

because a slave does not know what his master is doing. I have called you 

friends, because I have told you everything I have heard from my 

Father.  It was not you who chose me, but I who chose you and appointed 
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you to go and bear fruit that will remain, so that whatever you ask the 

Father in my name he may give you.   This I command you: love one 

another.” 

Presider: In this reading from St. John we hear about the love of the Father for his Son and 

how the Son loves each one of us.  We hear what must be done - that of laying down your life for 

your friends - each of us has been called by God for mission and each and all of us are called to 

let the fruits of the Holy Spirit shine in every moment, every relationship, every task of every 

day in fulfillment of that mission. All lives bear fruit. This is our deepest and most profound 

universal call.  

         How we live our mission, how we answer our call – either as a married couple – like Mary 

and Joseph; or as a single – like Jesus; or as a priest, deacon or consecrated religious - it is our 

vocation – our call within a call. 

Witnesses: (As time and availability permits it would be good to have a witness from each 

vocation – but at a minimum – a married couple – who can also include a few statements 

regarding their single state prior to marriage and either a priest, deacon or religious – who also 

can include a few comments on his/her single state prior to ordination/vows.) 

Prayers of the Faithful: 

Presider: Let us bring our prayers of petition to our heavenly Father. 

For our Church – all the people of God – that we may listen with our hearts and lead holy lives 

of love in answer to God’s call. For this we pray… 

All: Hear us, Oh Lord. 

 

For our Holy Father - Pope Francis, all our bishops, priests, deacons and  religious that their lives 

of consecrated love of God may as Christ’s example lead each and all of us to lives of self-less 

love and service to one another. For this we pray… 

All: Hear us, Oh Lord. 

 

For married couples – who have answered God’s call to unite as one flesh that their love of one 

another may always witness to their selfless gift to God - their openness to bear the fruit of 

children as well as their lives of self-less love in service to others. For this we pray… 

All: Hear us, Oh Lord. 
 

For parents – that they may truly cherish and nurture the children God has gifted them to bring 

into being and raise for God’s purposes/mission. For this we pray… 

All: Hear us, Oh Lord. 

 

For the ordained priests/deacons – that their selfless lives of love as Christ loved may always 

bring God’s grace to our Church and our world. For this we pray… 

All: Hear us, Oh Lord. 
 

† 
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For religious men and women - who give their lives in loving God, praying for the world and 

serving Christ in all those in need. For this we pray… 

All: Hear us, Oh Lord. 
 

For single men and women – who also give their lives in love and service to God, but without the 

companionship of spouse or formal community, that they may be graced with true friendships. 

For this we pray… 

All: Hear us, Oh Lord. 
 

For us – the youth who today are the Church. We pray that we will be attentive to the presence of 

God in our lives.  We pray that we will be open to becoming involved with service in the 

Church. We pray that we will be attentive to listening carefully to God’s call to always have God 

guide us in life, no matter what path we decide to live our faith. 

All: Hear us, Oh Lord. 
 

For each of us that we may recognize the vocation that God has or is calling us to and that we 

more fully commit to living out that vocation in selfless gift to God; that we may be aware of and 

nurture the call of others in our community to more selflessly answer God’s call to live out their 

own vocation. For this we pray… 
 

Presider:  Thank you to the witnesses and those who have provided this prayer opportunity. 

Encourage each and all to be more truly open and receptive to the call of the Holy Spirit - that 

each and all become encouragers of the call of God in other’s lives.   

Closing Prayer:  All 
  

 

Saint John Paul II World Youth Day 2000 
 

It is Jesus in fact that you seek when you dream of happiness; he is 

waiting for you when nothing else you find satisfies you; he is the 
beauty to which you are so attracted; it is he who provokes you with 

that thirst for fullness that will not let you settle for compromise; it is 
he who urges you to shed the masks of a false life; it is he who reads in 

your hearts your most genuine choices, the choices that others try to 
stifle. It is Jesus who stirs in you the desire to do something great with 
your lives, the will to follow an ideal, the refusal to allow yourselves to 

be grounded down by mediocrity, the courage to commit yourselves 
humbly and patiently to improving yourselves and society, making the 

world more human and more fraternal. 
 

© Copyright 2000 - Libreria Editrice Vaticana 

 

Closing Song: Select a song of Call familiar to the teens, eg. “Here I Am, Lord” by Dan 

Schutte, OCP Publications.    

† Pray for      

Vocations 
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Children’s Prayer Service for Vocations 
 

4 

Opening Song: Select a song of call the children know well.  
 

Opening Prayer:   
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. 

Heavenly Father, you created each of us in your image and likeness and call us to love like you. 

It is love that leads to holiness and happiness.  Being holy helps us to be good. We want to be 

happy in life and to do what God wants for us. As we listen to God’s Word, please help us to 

better hear, understand and live your call in our lives and the lives of others. Help each of us to 

live all that God invites us to in life. This we pray through Christ Our Lord. Amen. 
 

††† 

Presider:  
Our First Reading is from Isaiah. This reading talks about how we are led by God’s hand. Listen 

carefully so you will be able to hear what it is that God is calling you to live in your life. 

 

First Reading: Isaiah 42:6-7 
 

I, the LORD, have called you for justice,  

    I have grasped you by the hand;  
I formed you, and set you  

    as a covenant for the people,  
    a light for the nations,   
 To open the eyes of the blind,      

    to bring out prisoners from confinement,  
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    and from the dungeon, those who live in darkness. 

 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 23 may be sung eg. “The Lord is my Shephard” text ICEL, music 

Scot Crandal, OCP Publications 

 

Presider: Our Lord gave each of us his Holy Spirit to be his presence within us. And it is clear 

that we are listening to and responding to his Holy Spirit by the way we behave in life. 

Second Reading: Galatians 5: 22-25 

In contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

generosity, faithfulness,  gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no 

law.  Now those who belong to Christ [Jesus] have crucified their flesh 

with its passions and desires.   If we live in the Spirit, let us also follow the 

Spirit.   

 

Presider: Each of us is called to help the Lord by helping each other. Jesus gives us a good 

example in this reading of how we are called to help others.  

 

Gospel: John 13:1-14 

Before the feast of Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to pass 

from this world to the Father. He loved his own in the world and he loved 

them to the end.  The devil had already induced Judas, son of Simon the 

Iscariot, to hand him over. So, during supper,  fully aware that the Father 

had put everything into his power and that he had come from God and was 

returning to God,  he rose from supper and took off his outer garments. He 

took a towel and tied it around his waist.  Then he poured water into a 

basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and dry them with the towel 

around his waist.   He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Master, are 

you going to wash my feet?”  Jesus answered and said to him, “What I am 

doing, you do not understand now, but you will understand later.”  Peter 

said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “Unless I 

wash you, you will have no inheritance with me.”  Simon Peter said to him, 

“Master, then not only my feet, but my hands and head as well.”  Jesus 

said to him, “Whoever has bathed has no need except to have his feet 

washed, for he is clean all over; so you are clean, but not all.”  For he knew 

who would betray him; for this reason, he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 
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So when he had washed their feet [and] put his garments back on and 

reclined at table again, he said to them, “Do you realize what I have done 

for you?  You call me ‘teacher’ and ‘master,’ and rightly so, for indeed I 

am.  If I, therefore, the master and teacher, have washed your feet, you 

ought to wash one another’s feet.” 
 

 Presider: We gather to learn what it is that God is asking of us. From the Prophet Isaiah we 

know that we need to be aware of the needs of those around us.  From St. Paul we hear about the 

many gifts that God has for us. These gifts are about love, peace and joy.  In the reading from St. 

John we learn how Jesus washed the feet of his followers and how he asked them to do the same 

for others.  We are invited by God each and every day to be good to others, to help others and to 

bring the peace, joy and love of God to others.  So how do we do that in our everyday lives?  We 

will hear from a couple of people who have said Yes to God in a special way. They will share 

their story with us. 
 

Witnesses: (As time and availability permits it would be good to have a witness from each 

vocation – but at a minimum – a married couple – who can also include a few statements 

regarding their single state prior to marriage and either a priest, deacon or religious – who also 

can include a few comments on his/her single state prior to ordination/vows.)  

Prayers of the Faithful: 

Presider: Let us bring our prayers to our heavenly Father. 

For our Church – all the people of God – that we may listen with our hearts and lead holy lives 

of love in answer to God’s call. For this we pray… 

All: Hear us, Oh Lord. 
 

For our Holy Father - Pope Francis, all our bishops, priests, deacons, and religious that their lives 

may give witness to all that God  has planned for them. May Christ’s example help each and all 

of us to live in love and service to one another. For this we pray… 

All: Hear us, Oh Lord. 
 

For married couples – who have answered God’s call to unite as one that their love of one 

another may always witness to their selfless gift to God - their openness to bear the fruit of 

children as well as their lives of self-less love in service to others. For this we pray… 

All: Hear us, Oh Lord. 
 

For parents – our parents and all parents - that they may truly love and care for the children God 

has gifted them to bring into the world. Help parents to teach their children about God.  For this 

we pray… 

All: Hear us, Oh Lord.  

 

For the ordained – priests/deacons – that their examples of doing what God asks of them will 

help children learn about God.  That they will always help children to discover what is good and 

right in life. For this we pray… 

All: Hear us, Oh Lord. 
 

† 



Prayer Services for Vocations                                                    

CHILDREN’S PRAYER SERVICE Page 21 
 

For religious men and women - who love God and help children to discover the beauty of 

praying to God. Help them to always serve the needs of others. For this we pray… 

All: Hear us, Oh Lord. 

 

For all the children present – that we will want to learn more and more about God and become 

His followers early on in our lives - that we will want to help others when in need and be there 

for those who ask us for help. For this we pray… 

All: Hear us, Oh Lord. 

Presider:  Thank you to the witnesses and those who have provided this prayer opportunity. 

Encourage each and all to be more truly open and receptive to the call of the Holy Spirit - that 

each and all become encouragers of the call of God in other’s lives. 

Closing Prayer:  All  

 

Saint John Paul II World Youth Day 2000 
 

It is Jesus in fact that you seek when you dream of happiness; he is 

waiting for you when nothing else you find satisfies you; he is the 
beauty to which you are so attracted; it is he who provokes you with 

that thirst for fullness that will not let you settle for compromise; it 
is he who urges you to shed the masks of a false life; it is he who 

reads in your hearts your most genuine choices, the choices that 
others try to stifle. It is Jesus who stirs in you the desire to do 

something great with your lives, the will to follow an ideal, the 
refusal to allow yourselves to be grounded down by mediocrity, the 

courage to commit yourselves humbly and patiently to improving 
yourselves and society, making the world more human and more 

fraternal. 
 

© Copyright 2000 - Libreria Editrice Vaticana 

 

Closing Song: Select a song of Call familiar to the children, eg. “Here I Am, Lord” by Dan 

Schutte, OCP Publications. 

† Pray for      

Vocations 
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Women’s Prayer Service for Vocations 
 

5 

 

Opening Song: Select a song of Call familiar to the community, eg. “You Are Mine” by 

David Haas, GIA Publications, Inc. 
 

 

Opening Prayer:    

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. 

        Heavenly Father, you created each of us in your image and likeness and call us to love like 

you. As women, you created us to bear within our bodies your capacity for creation – both 

physically in the conception and bearing of children and spiritually in giving life to all whom we 

meet. You gave us our perfect model of your love in Mary, Our Blessed Mother and we pray that 

we may more fully emulate her example. 

         It is love that leads to holiness and happiness. Holiness always involves a complete self-gift 

– living one’s life for you - and happiness is living the fulfillment of your plan for our lives. 

        As we listen to your Word, please help us to better hear, understand and commit to your call 

in our lives and the lives of others.  

        If your call is to love in the vocation of marriage – and especially if our husbands are 

deacons – help us to be more loving wives and mothers – nourishing our spouses and children 

and also nourishing all others we meet in their response to your call.  

        If your call is to give ourselves to love in the community as a religious sister, help us to 

more fully embrace all whom we meet.  

        If your call is to live our lives as a single, please help us to lead chaste lives that give you 

glory and may we find the love we need in the friendships we nourish and enjoy. 

        Please help us to nourish the call of others in our community – whether to the priesthood, 

diaconate, religious life, marriage or single life.  

        Please help each of us to live our call for the fullness of life. This we pray through Christ 

Our Lord. Amen. 
 

††† 
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Presider: Our First Reading is one of the most beautiful Bible stories of a woman responding 

to God’s call to love in the most self-less way. Ruth gave herself to the care of her mother-in-law 

and God abundantly blessed her to be an ancestress of David and therefore of Jesus.  

 

First Reading: Ruth 1: 6 –19   

 

She and her daughters-in-law then prepared to go back from the plateau of 

Moab because word had reached her there that the LORD had seen to his 

people’s needs and given them food.  She and her two daughters-in-law 

left the place where they had been living. On the road back to the land of 

Judah,  Naomi said to her daughters-in-law, “Go back, each of you to your 

mother’s house. May the LORD show you the same kindness as you have 

shown to the deceased and to me.  May the LORD guide each of you to find a 

husband and a home in which you will be at rest.” She kissed them good-

bye, but they wept aloud, crying, “No! We will go back with you, to your 

people.”  Naomi replied, “Go back, my daughters. Why come with me? Have 

I other sons in my womb who could become your husbands?  Go, my 

daughters, for I am too old to marry again. Even if I had any such hope, or 

if tonight I had a husband and were to bear sons,  would you wait for them 

and deprive yourselves of husbands until those sons grew up? No, my 

daughters, my lot is too bitter for you, because the LORD has extended his 

hand against me.”  Again they wept aloud; then Orpah kissed her mother-

in-law good-bye, but Ruth clung to her. 

“See now,” she said, “your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and 

her god. Go back after your sister-in-law!”  But Ruth said, “Do not press 

me to go back and abandon you! 

Wherever you go I will go,  

    wherever you lodge I will lodge.   

Your people shall be my people  

    and your God, my God.   

Where you die I will die,   

    and there be buried.   

May the LORD do thus to me, and more, if even death separates me from 

you!”  Naomi then ceased to urge her, for she saw she was determined to 

go with her. 
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So they went on together until they reached Bethlehem. On their arrival 

there, the whole town was excited about them, and the women asked: 

“Can this be Naomi?”  

Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 95 may be sung. eg. “If Today You Hear God’s Voice” by 

David Haas, GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

Presider: Our Lord gave each us his Holy Spirit to be his presence within us. And it is evident 

that we are listening to and responding to his Holy Spirit by the fruits of our behavior and lives. 

Second Reading: Galatians 5: 22-25 

In contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

generosity, faithfulness,  gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no 

law.  Now those who belong to Christ [Jesus] have crucified their flesh 

with its passions and desires.  If we live in the Spirit, let us also follow the 

Spirit.   

 

Presider: Each of us is called to be attentive and responsive to God’s call and Mary is our 

perfect model, so we look to her example.  

 

 

Gospel: Luke 1: 26-38 

 

In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of 
Galilee called Nazareth,  to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of 
the house of David, and the virgin’s name was Mary.  And coming to her, he 

said, “Hail, favored one! The Lord is with you.”  But she was greatly 
troubled at what was said and pondered what sort of greeting this might 

be.   Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 
favor with God.  Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 
and you shall name him Jesus.  He will be great and will be called Son of 

the Most High, and the Lord God will give him the throne of David his 
father,  and he will rule over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 

kingdom there will be no end.”  But Mary said to the angel, “How can this 
be, since I have no relations with a man?” And the angel said to her in 
reply, “The holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 

will overshadow you. Therefore the child to be born will be called holy, the 
Son of God.  And behold, Elizabeth, your relative, has also conceived a son 

in her old age, and this is the sixth month for her who was called 
barren;  for nothing will be impossible for God.”  Mary said, “Behold, I am 
the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your word.” 

Then the angel departed from her.   
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Presider: It never ceases to amaze – the profound in-breaking of God into our lives and the 

humility and immediacy with which Mary surrendered to God’s call/God’s plan for her life.  She 

was called to marriage and motherhood in the most unique way – as a virgin. It was the power of 

the Holy Spirit that allowed all this to happen – to inspire each of us to call upon the Holy Spirit 

to fill us to overflowing with spiritual gifts as well so that the fruits of the Holy Spirit will shine 

in every moment, every relationship, every task of every day. Our deepest and most profound 

universal call is that our lives bear fruit in the vocations of either marriage; or as a single or 

consecrated religious. 

We have with us today witnesses to explain how they are fulfilling God’s call in their lives and 

how women have played a significant role – initially and on-going. 

 

Witnesses: (As time and availability permits it would be good to have a witness from each 

vocation – but at a minimum – a married couple – who can also include a few statements 

regarding their single state prior to marriage and either a priest, deacon or religious – who also 

can include a few comments on his/her single state prior to ordination/vows.) 

 

Prayers of the Faithful: 

Presider: Let us bring our prayers of petition to our heavenly Father. 

For our Church – all the people of God – that we may listen with our hearts and lead holy lives 

of love in answer to God’s call. For this we pray… 

All: Hear us, Oh Lord.    

For our Holy Father - Pope Francis, all our bishops, priests, deacons, and  religious that their 

lives of consecrated love of God may as Christ’s example lead each and all of us to lives of self-

less love and service to one another. For this we pray… 

All: Hear us, Oh Lord. 

 

For the gift of Mary, Our Blessed Mother to show us the way as women in Christ – that we may be 

inspired to follow her example and assist others to say “Yes” to God’s call. For this we pray… 

All: Hear us, Oh Lord. 

 

For the gift of our womanhood, that we may always live lives of chaste dignity and respect 

giving glory to God in the very being of ourselves and that we may always nurture other women 

to do the same. For this we pray… 

All: Hear us, Oh Lord. 

 

  

† 
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For married couples – and especially those of us who are wives  - who have answered God’s call 

to unite as one flesh that spouses’ love of one another may always witness to their selfless gift to 

God - their openness to bear the fruit of children as well as their lives of self-less love in service 

to others. For this we pray… 

All: Hear us, Oh Lord. 

  

For parents – especially those of us who are mothers and grandmothers - that all may truly 

cherish and nurture the children God has gifted them to bring into being and raise for God’s 

purposes/mission. For this we pray… 

All: Hear us, Oh Lord.  

 

For priests – that their selfless lives of love as Christ loved may always bring God’s grace to our 

Church and our world. For this we pray… 

All: Hear us, Oh Lord. 

 

For deacons and their families – especially those of us that are married to deacons, that they may 

always be supported in their call to serve Gods people. For this we pray… 

All: Hear us, Oh Lord. 

 

For religious men and women - who give their lives in loving God, praying for the world and 

serving Christ in all those in need. For this we pray… 

All: Hear us, Oh Lord. 

 

For single men and women – who also give their lives in love and service to God, but without the 

companionship of spouse or formal community, that they may be graced with true friendships. 

For this we pray… 

All: Hear us, Oh Lord.  

 

For each of us that we may recognize the vocation that God has or is calling us to and that we 

more fully commit to living out that vocation in selfless gift to God; that we may be aware of and 

nurture the call of others – our spouses, our children and one another in our community to more 

selflessly answer God’s call to live out their own vocation. For this we pray… 

All: Hear us, Oh Lord. 

 

Presider: Thank you to the witnesses and those who have provided this prayer opportunity. 

Encourage each and all to be more truly open and receptive to the call of the Holy Spirit. That 

each and all become encouragers of the call of God in other’s lives. 
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Closing Prayer:  All  

  

 

Saint John Paul II World Youth Day 2000 
 

It is Jesus in fact that you seek when you dream of 
happiness; he is waiting for you when nothing else you 
find satisfies you; he is the beauty to which you are so 
attracted; it is he who provokes you with that thirst for 

fullness that will not let you settle for compromise; it is he 
who urges you to shed the masks of a false life; it is he 

who reads in your hearts your most genuine choices, the 
choices that others try to stifle. It is Jesus who stirs in you 
the desire to do something great with your lives, the will 
to follow an ideal, the refusal to allow yourselves to be 
grounded down by mediocrity, the courage to commit 

yourselves humbly and patiently to improving yourselves 
and society, making the world more human and more 

fraternal. 
 

© Copyright 2000 - Libreria Editrice Vaticana 

 

 

Closing Song: Select a song of Call familiar to the community, eg. “Here I Am, Lord” by Dan 

Schutte, OCP Publications. 

 

† Pray for      

Vocations 
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Men’s Prayer Service for Vocations 
 

6 

Opening Song: Select a song of Call familiar to the community, eg. “You Are Mine” by 

David Haas, GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

Opening Prayer:  

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. 

Heavenly Father, you created each of us – male and female - in your image and likeness and call 

us to love like you. You created us to be fruitful, to multiply, to fill the earth and subdue it. As 

men, you call us and gift us to be husbands and fathers – both physically and spiritually - that 

others may come into being and come to know you through our example and witness. It is love 

that leads to holiness and happiness. Holiness always involves a complete self-gift – living one’s 

life for you - and happiness is living the fulfillment of your plan for our lives. As we listen to 

your Word, please help us to better hear, understand and commit to your call in our lives and the 

lives of others and help each of us to live that call for the fullness of life. This we pray through 

Christ Our Lord. Amen. 

††† 
 

Presider: Our Holy Father, Pope Francis in his Apostolic Exhortation Amoris Laetitia said, 

55. Men “play an equally decisive role in family life, particularly with 

regard to the protection and support of their wives and children… 
Many men are conscious of the importance of their role in the family 

and live their masculinity accordingly.  The absence of a father 
gravely affects family life and the upbringing of children and their 

integration into society. This  absence, which may be physical, 
emotional, psychological and spiritual, deprives children of a 

suitable father figure”.44 44 Relatio Finalis 2015, 28. © Libreria Editrice Vaticana 
 
177. God sets the father in the family so that by the gifts of his 

masculinity he can be “close to his wife and share everything, joy 
and sorrow, hope and hardship. And to be close to his children as 
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they grow – when they play and when they work, when they are 

carefree and when they are distressed, when they are talkative and 
when they are silent, when they are daring and when they are 

afraid, when they stray and when they get back on the right path. To 
be a father who is always present. When I say ‘present’, I do not 

mean ‘controlling’. Fathers who are too controlling overshadow their 
children, they don’t let them develop”.197 Some fathers feel they 

are useless or unnecessary, but the fact is that “children need to find 
a father waiting for them when they return home with their 

problems.  They may try hard not to admit it, not to show it, but they 
need it”.198 It is not good for children to lack a father and to grow 

up before they are ready.  
197 Catechesis (4 February 2015), L’Osservatore Romano, 5 February 2015, p. 8.  
198 Ibid.. 
© Libreria Editrice Vaticana 
 

Presider: Our first reading from the Old Testament is a comforting, consoling one of God’s 

intentions for our lives. 

 

First Reading: Jeremiah 29: 11-14 

 

For I know well the plans I have in mind for you—oracle of the LORD—plans 
for your welfare and not for woe, so as to give you a future of hope.  When 

you call me, and come and pray to me, I will listen to you.  When you look 
for me, you will find me. Yes, when you seek me with all your heart,  I will 
let you find me—oracle of the LORD—and I will change your lot; I will 

gather you together from all the nations and all the places to which I have 
banished you—oracle of the LORD—and bring you back to the place from 

which I have exiled you.  
 

Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 95 may be sung eg. “If Today You Hear God’s Voice” by 

David Haas, GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

Presider: Paul gave us much to follow in living our Christian lives as men, but in this very 

short second reading he is concise and to the point.  

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 16: 13-14  

Be on your guard, stand firm in the faith, be courageous, be strong.  Your 

every act should be done with love. 

Presider: Each of us is called to serve the Lord in one another and Joseph is our perfect model 

of how we are to be as spiritual men - as husbands, as fathers - so we look to his example.  

  



Prayer Services for Vocations                                                    

MEN’S PRAYER SERVICE Page 30 
 

  
Gospel: Matthew 1:18-25 

Now this is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. When his mother 

Mary was betrothed to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was 

found with child through the holy Spirit.  Joseph her husband, since he was 

a righteous man, yet unwilling to expose her to shame, decided to divorce 

her quietly.  Such was his intention when, behold, the angel of the 

Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be 

afraid to take Mary your wife into your home. For it is through the holy 

Spirit that this child has been conceived in her.  She will bear a son and you 

are to name him Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 
 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 

“Behold, the virgin shall be with child and bear a son,      

           and they shall name him Emmanuel,”  

which means “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of 

the Lord had commanded him and took his wife into his home.  He had no 

relations with her until she bore a son, and he named him Jesus. 

 

Presider: Joseph was not only open and available to hearing God’s call, he was responsive as 

well, this despite its impossibly marvelous nature. Joseph’s first “Yes” in response to God’s call 

made room for the many others to come later – the flight into Egypt, the return to Nazareth, the 

search for Jesus for three days when he had stayed behind in the temple in Jerusalem. Like 

Joseph each of us has been called by God for mission and each and all of us are called to let the 

fruits of the Holy Spirit - love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, trustfulness, gentleness 

and self-control - shine in every moment, every relationship, every task of every day in 

fulfillment of that mission. All lives bear fruit. This is our deepest and most profound universal 

call.  

How we live our mission, how we answer our call – either as a husband and father in marriage; 

as a single;  priest; deacon; or religious - is our vocation. 

We have with us today witnesses to explain how they are fulfilling God’s call in their lives and 

how men have played a significant role – initially and on-going.   

Witnesses:  

(As time and availability permits it would be good to have a witness from each vocation – but at 

a minimum – a married couple – who can also include a few statements regarding their single 

state prior to marriage and either a priest, deacon or religious – who also can include a few 

comments on his/her single state prior to ordination/vows.) 
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Prayers of the Faithful: 

Presider: Let us bring our prayers of petition to our heavenly Father. 

For our Church – all the people of God – that we may listen with our hearts and lead holy lives 

of love in answer to God’s call. For this we pray… 

All: Hear us, Oh Lord. 

 

For our Holy Father - Pope Francis, all our bishops, priests, deacons, religious that their lives of 

consecrated love of God may as Christ’s example lead each and all of us to lives of self-less love 

and service to one another. For this we pray… 

All: Hear us, Oh Lord. 

 

For the gift of Joseph to show us the way as men in Christ – that we may be inspired to follow 

his example and assist others to say “Yes” to God’s call. For this we pray… 

All: Hear us, Oh Lord. 

 

For the gift of our manhood, that we may always live lives of chaste dignity and respect of others 

giving glory to God in the very being of ourselves and that we may always nurture others to do 

the same. For this we pray… 

All: Hear us, Oh Lord. 

 

For married couples – and especially those of us who are husbands - who have answered God’s 

call to unite as one flesh that spouses’ love of one another may always witness to their selfless 

gift to God - their openness to bear the fruit of children as well as their lives of selfless love in 

service to others. For this we pray… 

All: Hear us, Oh Lord. 

 

For parents – especially those of us who are fathers and grandfathers - that all may truly cherish 

and nurture the children God has gifted them to bring into being and raise for God’s 

purposes/mission. For this we pray… 

All: Hear us, Oh Lord. 

 

For priests – that their selfless lives of love - as Christ loved - may always bring God’s grace to 

our Church and our world. For this we pray… 

All: Hear us, Oh Lord. 

 

For deacons - especially those of us who are called to the diaconate - that they may always be 

supported in their call to serve Gods people. For this we pray… 

All: Hear us, Oh Lord. 

  

† 
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For religious men and women - who give their lives in loving God, praying for the world and 

serving Christ in all those in need. For this we pray… 

All: Hear us, Oh Lord. 

 

For single men and women – who also give their lives in love and service to God, but without the 

companionship of spouse or formal community, that they may be graced with true friendships. 

For this we pray… 

All: Hear us, Oh Lord. 

 

For each of us that we may recognize the vocation that God has or is calling us to and that we 

more fully commit to living out that vocation in selfless gift to God; that we may be aware of and 

nurture the call of others – our children and one another in our community to more selflessly 

answer God’s call to live out their own vocation. For this we pray… 

All: Hear us, Oh Lord. 
 

Presider:  Thank you to the witnesses and those who have provided this prayer opportunity. 

Encourage each and all to be more truly open and receptive to the call of the Holy Spirit. That 

each and all become encouragers of the call of God in other’s lives. 
 

Closing Prayer:  All  

 

Saint John Paul II World Youth Day 2000 
 

It is Jesus in fact that you seek when you dream of happiness; he is 
waiting for you when nothing else you find satisfies you; he is the 

beauty to which you are so attracted; it is he who provokes you with 
that thirst for fullness that will not let you settle for compromise; it is 

he who urges you to shed the masks of a false life; it is he who reads in 

your hearts your most genuine choices, the choices that others try to 
stifle. It is Jesus who stirs in you the desire to do something great with 

your lives, the will to follow an ideal, the refusal to allow yourselves to 
be grounded down by mediocrity, the courage to commit yourselves 

humbly and patiently to improving yourselves and society, making the 
world more human and more fraternal. 

 

© Copyright 2000 - Libreria Editrice Vaticana 
 

 

Closing Song: Select a song of Call familiar to the community, eg. “Here I Am, Lord” by Dan 

Schutte, OCP Publications.   

 

† Pray for      

Vocations 
 



Prayer Services for Vocations                                                    

AN HOUR OF PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS Page 33 
 

An Hour of Prayer for Vocations to Religious 

Life with Parents and Parishioners 

7 

7:00 p.m. Arrival/greeting/ opening prayer 

Opening Prayer: Lord Jesus, we gather together to pause and give thanks to you for your 

presence among us. We are truly grateful for the opportunity to take some time to reflect on the 

call of young men and women to enter religious life. As we pause to pray for those who are 

discerning a call to dedicate their lives to follow you, may we pray for your guidance and 

inspiration to walk with them in support, encouragement, and prayer. We ask this through our 

Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 

ever and ever. Amen. 

7:20 p.m. Opening Talk – sample included at end of this service 

8:10 p.m. Break-out session in small groups 

Questions: 

· How do you see yourself supporting those who desire to enter a religious community?  

· Do you know someone who is discerning his/her call? Have you ever asked him/her about   

vocation?  

· What are your expectations of someone in religious life?  

· How would you respond if one of your children was to enter a religious community?  

· Do you see the importance of young people devoting their lives to a specific charism or 

community for service within the church?  

· What commitment can we make as a parish to support vocations?  

8:25 p.m. Discussion with large group 

8:45 p.m. Summary and action steps 
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8:50 p.m. Closing prayer  

Gracious God, we give you thanks for the young men and women who so generously are 

considering a life of service and dedication in a religious community. We pray that they will 

always know of your love for them. As loved ones and supporters, may we always be a sign of 

strength, acceptance, and hope for them. May we delight in their joys and offer consolation in 

their sorrows. As we leave, help us remain close to you, and be signs of your encouraging and 

merciful love to others. We ask this in your name. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Sample opening talk  

Being about the Work of my Father:  How families can support their children’s vocation choices. 

What does Jesus teach us about discerning a call to follow him? Let us begin by looking at Jesus’ 

childhood. Within the family he witnessed his earthly father at work; he learned the family trade. 

He experienced his mother who nurtured him by teaching him, praying with him, and loving 

him. Yet there were difficult times. When Jesus was an infant, the family had to leave their 

homeland and flee for safety in Egypt (Matthew 2:13-23). Jesus learned early on that life in a 

family can be joyful but there are moments of suffering and pain as well.  
 

When he was a teen Jesus was found in the temple, listening to the teachers and asking them 

questions  

When his parents saw him, they were astonished, and his mother 

said to him, “Son, why have you done this to us? Your father and I 
have been looking for you with great anxiety.”  And he said to them, 

“Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in 

my Father’s house?” ” (Luke 2:48 - 49).   

This tension between a mother and her child is very real and something that we all experience in 

family life, particularly when it comes to the life choices of our children. 
 

How do we reconcile the desires, wishes, goals of our children when their plans might not be 

what we had in mind for them? It starts with communication and develops into respect. Like 

Mary and Jesus we must learn to listen and respect the needs, desires, and duties of others. 

The Call 

When a person is discerning his/her vocation, it is a special grace-filled time for the person and 

the family. One needs to spend time in prayer and contemplative reflection and dialogue with 

community members, family members and friends. It is a time to listen to the call of God. It is a 

time for conversion, not only for the one considering religious life, but for those around the 

person. God’s transforming presence surrounds the entire process. This process of discernment 

invites the “discerner,” to tap into the core of his/her being: deepen his/her prayer life, become 

energized for service, and awaken the desire to grow in love of God. 

† 
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When we reflect on the Holy Family’s experiences as Jesus was gaining an understanding of his 

mission, we recognize the same moments of confusion and anxiety that we experience in our 

families when someone in the family is considering a life devoted to God in a religious 

community. Each family member is called to sacrifice something—some dream, some hoped-for 

experience with the person who is now contemplating choosing the road less travelled. But each 

family member is also given a great gift when someone in the family enters religious life. The 

family member comes to appreciate God’s call more fully in his/her own life, and there is a 

moment of reconciliation with all that is, was and will be. 

 

The response 

           So how does someone discerning a religious vocation respond to God’s call, and how 

does the family offer support? It all begins with prayer: prayer for guidance offered by the 

discerner and prayers of support offered by the family.  

          “Behind and before every vocation to the priesthood or consecrated 
life, there is always the strong and intense prayer of someone: a 

grandmother, a grandfather, a mother, a father, a community,” Pope 
Francis said in the Regina Caeli April 21, 2013. 

       This time of prayer is essential and brings blessings and graces, not only to the individual 

discerning God’s call, but to the family and the wider Church. Jesus always took time to pray, 

and he was attentive to those who called out to him in prayer. Remember the story of the 

paralytic man, who longed to see Jesus, yet could not get to him without help?  

(Mark 2: 1- 12)When Jesus returned to Capernaum after some days, it 
became known that he was at home.  Many gathered together so that there 

was no longer room for them, not even around the door, and he preached 
the word to them.  They came bringing to him a paralytic carried by four 
men.  Unable to get near Jesus because of the crowd, they opened up the 

roof above him. After they had broken through, they let down the mat on 
which the paralytic was lying. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the 

paralytic, “Child, your sins are forgiven.” Now some of the scribes were 
sitting there asking themselves,  “Why does this man speak that way? He 
is blaspheming. Who but God alone can forgive sins?”  Jesus immediately 

knew in his mind what they were thinking to themselves, so he said, “Why 
are you thinking such things in your hearts?  Which is easier, to say to the 

paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise, pick up your mat and 
walk’? But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority to forgive 
sins on earth”—  he said to the paralytic, “I say to you, rise, pick up your 

mat, and go home.”  He rose, picked up his mat at once, and went away in 
the sight of everyone. They were all astounded and glorified God, saying, 

“We have never seen anything like this.” 

          For those who are discerning a vocation (ordained life priesthood/diaconate, religious life, 

marriage or single life), their prayers and the prayers offered on their behalf by family, friends, 

and the community will most certainly elicit a response from God, and everyone’s life will be 

changed forever. That is why it is important for families and faith communities to show their 

support of someone who is in discernment. Everyone’s vocation will grow in the process.  
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As with Mary and the disciples in the Upper Room after Jesus’ death, the Spirit descends upon 

those in deep and regular prayer and offers them strength and courage. Families, friends, and 

parishioners—as well as those discerning a vocation—are all renewed by this encounter with the 

Spirit in prayer, and, like the first disciples, our commitment to follow where Christ leads is 

strengthened, and we are inspired to use our gifts to spread the Word of God to others. 

     Religious vocations are essential to the life of the Church. From the very beginning, certain 

people within the Christian community were called to follow Jesus in this unique way: willing 

and capable to bear witness to a consecrated, vowed life and ready to bring Christ to others. This 

legacy has been handed down to each generation and remains alive within our Church today. The 

domestic church is where we are educated about the faith and encouraged to discern where God 

is calling us. And the domestic church is where anyone choosing a life of radical discipleship 

looks for courage, strength, and support. Please offer those discerning a vocation that support. 

The Church very much needs men and women who are eager to remain faithful, give witness to 

the living God, and call others to follow the way of love. 

Let us all take the time to pray—pray for vocations and pray that our young adults will feel the 

embrace of Jesus, hear the whispers of God, and be assured of the abundant love within their 

lives, so that they may freely say yes to God’s plan for them. Remember that Mary, when she 

was visited by the Angel Gabriel, did not respond immediately. Only after the angel spoke the 

words “be not afraid!” was Mary able to say yes. Let us pray that young adults have the courage 

to respond to God’s call with the same depth of faith as Mary.  

          “Be brave,” Pope Francis continually tells young people, “Be courageous!” Entrust 

yourselves to God, “to live his love and be grateful for his infinite mercy.” 

As families, friends, parishioners, and all who encounter those discerning the call to religious 

life, may we carry these courageous disciples in the depths of our hearts, as we pray… 

Lord, you called Peter and the apostles to leave all and follow you, and that call is renewed in 

each generation. Help those in this age who are discerning the call to consecrated life be open to 

your grace and fearlessly proclaim their assent to all that is being asked of them. May they know 

of your love for them, for their families, and for all who support them on their vocation journey. 

May these young adults face every challenge—every joy and sorrow—with bold and courageous 

love that becomes a resounding yes to you:  

Yes, Lord! Yes, Lord! Yes, Lord! Amen. 
Excerpted from “How Families can Support their Children’s Vocation Choices” an article by Beth Mahoney 

originally published in Vision Vocation Guide: Parish Resource Packet 10/30/2014. 

† Pray for      

Vocations 
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Practical Suggestions for the Parish 
How do parishes create a prayerful and 

supportive culture for vocation discernment? 

Above all else, parishioners need to be aware of 

how important it is to have young adults 

contemplating God’s call for their lives. They 

should make a point to talk about the four 

vocations: ordained life priesthood/diaconate, 

religious, married and single life - encouraging 

and inviting young people in the parish to 

seriously consider their Christian witness. 

Having men and women in the parish seriously 

discerning a vocation is a special time in the life 

of the parish. You can show support in the 

following ways: 

                                                                             8                                                                                                                                                                    

1. Host a day of prayer where participants commit to pray for vocations. Pass out vocation prayer 

cards that families can say within their homes, driving to work, or whenever they have a free 

moment.  

2. Host an hour of Adoration for the intentions of young people discerning God’s call for their 

lives.  

3. Make available resources on discernment and prayer for families and individuals to have in the 

back of the church or at the parish center.  

4. Form a prayer group that meets regularly to pray for vocations.  

5. Host a meal with the families of those who are considering entering a religious community. 

Have the young people share a few thoughts on the importance of being aware that others are 

praying for them.  

6. Host an evening of prayer in the church for those who are engaged to be married, for those 

who are considering ordained life – priesthood/diaconate, or religious life and/or a single 

vocation. Include witnesses who are married, in formation or actually ordained/vowed to 

priesthood, diaconate, or religious life, or are single. Have them lead the prayer, and offer a 

chance for people to meet afterward so that those discerning vocation can appreciate the support 

they are receiving and parishioners can put a face with the names of the people they are praying 

for.  

7. Host an evening with the members of the families in the parish who have a child in formation 

within a religious community. Give other parishioners an opportunity to express their support. 

Have a time for prayer for the families and for those in formation.  

8. Begin a Vocation Cup ministry, whereby a cup used in the celebration of Eucharist is sent 

home from the Sunday liturgy, from the school and religious education classrooms each week 

and the recipient prays intentionally for those discerning vocation.  

9. Include prayer for vocations in the Prayers of the Faithful for Sunday liturgies.
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Saint John Paul II World Youth Day 2000 
It is Jesus in fact that you seek when you dream of happiness; he is 
waiting for you when nothing else you find satisfies you; he is the 
beauty to which you are so attracted; it is he who provokes you with 
that thirst for fullness that will not let you settle for compromise; it is 
he who urges you to shed the masks of a false life; it is he who reads in 
your hearts your most genuine choices, the choices that others try to 
stifle. It is Jesus who stirs in you the desire to do something great with 
your lives, the will to follow an ideal, the refusal to allow yourselves to 

be grounded down by mediocrity, the courage to commit yourselves 
humbly and patiently to improving yourselves and society, making the 
world more human and more fraternal. 
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† Pray for      
Vocations 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer for Vocations 
 

Dearest Lord, 
You have created and called each of us - your own unique expression of your 
image and likeness - to a purpose all our own. 
And you have planted within us - our deepest desire - to hear your call and to 
respond with utter abandon - trusting completely in your divine will. 
As we are currently responding to your call as ordained priest/deacon, 
religious, married, or single - may we be more fully attentive to your voice 
and fulfill our vocation with utmost generosity and love. 
For each and all of us in a time of discernment of your call to ordained 
priest/deacon, religious, married, or single life - please help us to listen most 
attentively and respond most generously - knowing that it is only in doing 
your will that we discover our own true happiness. 
With Our Blessed Mother and Jesus, your son as our models and guides - 
may we too rejoice in our unconditional Yes! to your love.      Amen 

 


