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At the SDCCW Convention
Officers from left:
Gayle Johnson, Past President;
Lynn Neeck, Treasurer;
Mary Arnold, Secretary;
Barbara Gagliardi, President;
Karen Firnstahl, President-elect

2017-18 OVERVIEW
The SDCCW Board met for mass, prayer Parish visits to women from our affiliated
and business on September 25 at St. deaneries (South West and South
Mary in Bruce. Since our last newsletter Central) have begun.
in March, we have:
We are looking forward to our two main
• hosted the 67th annual SDCCW events for the year: an Advent retreat
Convention in Hudson
and the joint Diocesan Convention with
• elected a new Treasurer, Lynn Neeck
Duluth. We continue to strive to reach
• began over 30 Seven Sisters Apostolates every woman in the diocese and support
• attended the Convocation for Catholic our Deaneries and Parishes as they serve
Leaders
their communities this year.
•
•
•
•

finalized a revised Resource Manual
drafted a new brochure on SDCCW
attended the NCCW Convention,
attended the Diocesan Pro-life Event
“God’s Gift to Love Every Body”.

The Seven Sisters Display at this
year’s “God’s Gift to Love Every
Body” had a great impact on
attendees. Several people from
around the Diocese remarked
that they were delighted we are
championing this effort and that
the priests who are being prayed
for can already feel a difference
in their ministry.
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Regent for Catholic Daughters
of America to discuss our efforts
for the church. Rosemarie
agreed to encourage the women
of Superior to attend our
Advent Retreat in December
and Convention in May.
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CONVOCATION
Barbara Gagliardi, President

SW & SC DEANERY VISITS

Thank you for sending me to the
Bishop’s Convocation for Catholic
Leaders: The Joy of the Gospel in
America from July 1-4 in Orlando. My
husband traveled with me as another
representative from the Superior
Diocese. We attended the four plenary
sessions:
• Unity, Joy & Discernment
• Charting the Landscape and Mission

Last year, Barbara visited parishes from the North West, North Central, and
East Deaneries to encourage Affiliation with the Diocesan CCW and talk about
• The Radical Call to Missionary how to restart the inactive Deaneries. It was wonderful to see so many women’s
organizations serving parishes faithfully.
Discipleship
This year, Barbara has begun to visit parishes within the active South West and
• Going to the Peripheries
South Central Deaneries. Last week, she was able to join the CCW at St.
Bridget in River Falls. This council is a “poster-board” group. They are
competent, organized, spiritual, and creative. They listened respectfully to
Barbara’s presentation on Diocesan outreach. She looks forward to continuing
her visits during her final year as President of the SDCCW.
Field

ADVENT RETREAT
Karen Firnstahl, President-elect

and six break-out sessions:
• Family life
• Reaching the margins of rural
America
• Faith, reason & science
• “Nones”
• The feminine genius
• Human sexuality
It was wonderful to hear dynamic
speakers and see so many bishops
and religious and lay leaders of our
faith join together to listen to and
learn from one another!

This December, SDCCW will be sponsoring a
Women’s Retreat for Advent featuring dynamic
and inspiring Catholic author and speaker,
Kelly Wahlquist.
Kelly is the founder of “WINE - Women in the
New Evangelization”, a women’s ministry that
invigorates Catholic parishes through inspiring,
supporting, and nurturing women in the faith
and by equipping and mobilizing women as intentional disciples of Christ.
She is a contributing writer for CatholicMom.com and the Integrated Catholic
life - an e-magazine about integrating faith, family, and work. Her new book,
Created to Relate: God’s Design for Peace & Joy, encourages and inspires women to
live fully their beautiful God-given gifts for building relationships and shows how
doing so can draw others into a relationship with Christ and lead to a life of
peace and joy.
Kelly travels the country speaking on the New Evangelization in an effort to
encourage all to spread the message of Jesus by living the joy of the Gospel. She
enjoys speaking to all groups, but has a special affinity towards speaking at
Catholic women’s conferences.
We hope many ladies will be able to attend!
December 2 at St. John the Baptist in Webster
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NCCW CONVENTION HIGHLIGHTS
LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS
Fr. Gerard I. Willger, Spiritual Advisor
Dear Women of the Council,
Once again I had the privilege of attending the NCCW Convention. It was another opportunity for me to connect with
other spiritual advisors throughout the United States. This year the convention was held in Dallas, Texas; the place where
John F. Kennedy was assassinated.
One afternoon during a break, Fr. Don, from Green Bay and myself went on a tour of the route where President Kennedy
was assassinated. It was so interesting to hear and see that dark time and place in American history. The NCCW has been
around for 97 years in our American and Catholic history. The women of the CCW have always been a bright light shining
for the church and our country throughout our history.
Each year as I attend these conventions, I am impressed and encouraged how the CCW builds up the Kingdom of God. It
is not easy living as a catholic woman in today’s post-Christian world. Yet, as a group of CCW, we can experience joy and
support in our journey of faith. Many speakers shared how they themselves lived in a time of darkness or they ministered to
people living in darkness. Because of their commitment to Christ and the church, and their support from other catholic
women, they were able to bring Christ’s joy to someone’s life.
I believe that women of the Council on every level; parish (local), deanery, diocesan, province and national), bring the light
of Christ to a world of darkness. All catholic gatherings, including conventions, are times of support and reminders that by
working together we can bring joy and light in the midst of darkness. May God Bless you always.

PRISON MINISTRY

Rita Creuzer, SW Deanery President-Elect
I had the privilege meeting keynote speaker Dale Recinella at this year’s
NCCW Convention. Having served for 20 years as a Catholic spiritual
counselor and lay chaplain in Florida’s prisons, Dale spoke about
bringing the joy of the Gospel to prisoners, emphasizing the need to
minister to the those incarcerated as well as to the families (and victims),
who may be in a sort of prison themselves.
The United States has the highest incarceration rate at a cost of $80
billion a year. We need to find other alternatives in punishing wrongdoers,
especially since many of those in prison suffer from mental illness.
Though it is not possible for many people to minister to prisoners directly
(except through prayer), it is possible to reach out to fellow parishioners
who are struggling with having a loved one in prison, those who staff the
prison system and those who are victims of someone incarcerated. All of
these people need freedom to talk about their struggles and need spiritual
support. As representatives of the Church, by sharing our faith and
offering support we can help others recover their faith.
After offering support and spiritual guidance with a prisoner, an inmate’s
response to why he wanted to be baptized Catholic was, “I want to
belong to the Church that wants to belong to me!”
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NCCW CONVENTION HIGHLIGHTS
WOMEN OF JOY
Barbara Gagliardi, President
Keynote speaker Mary Rice-Hasson delivered the opening presentation to a gathering of
over 800 women at this September’s NCCW Convention in Dallas. A graduate of the
University of Notre Dame and the University of Notre Dame Law School, Mrs. Hasson
and her husband Kevin, are the parents of seven children.
Mary is the editor of Promise and Challenge: Catholic Women Reflect on Feminism, Complementarity,
and the Church and the co-author of the report What Catholic Women Think About Faith,
Conscience, and Contraception.
She began by expressing her delight to be among women who were proud to be American and dedicated to their
Catholicism. She based her remarks on John 15:11: “I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and your joy may
be complete.” Our culture, she said, believes science is the only truth and to be fulfilled women we must act like men. The
church offers us our real identity and the truth of Christ. Joy is at the intersection of Faith and Hope.
She shared three stories of Faith and Hope and great Trust. The one that struck me the most was her personal experience
practicing great spiritual trust in God when she was diagnosed for MS while three months pregnant. She was required to
take a daily medication and she struggled to find peace worrying that it would affect her child. God told her to trust Him,
as He loved her child far more that they ever could. She recommended that we bring our real self before God in adoration
and learn to surrender to His love for us.

SHE WHO HAS JESUS LACKS FOR NOTHING
Katie Zenner, Leadership Commissioner
Stacy Thomlison is currently serving in Rwanda working with the Marion Fathers
of the Immaculate Conception. She opened her presentation talking about Our
Lady of Kibeho appearing to several Rwandan girls and women in 1981. The
Visions foretold the devastating genocide that would sweep the nation in 1994. As
many as one million people were slaughtered during the conflict. Mary’s message
from the heart of Africa echoes today as one of love, repentance and conversion.
In 2008, Stacy joined a Holy Land pilgrimage led by Scott Hahn, and she fell in
love with the Catholic Faith. Confession is central to her faith and her conversion.
That experience ultimately led the registered nurse to leave her ‘dream job” enter
the Church and join the Fellowship of Catholic University Students (FOCUS).
During her time with FOCUS they lived in community. Community Life can be hard, living with many different
personalities, and Stacy took a basement room with her own bathroom. One morning she heard the basement door and
then she heard her bathroom door and someone getting into her shower. She had a conversation with her angels: Is that
person using my shampoo, my towel or my last drop of shower soap? Her angels decided she should Pray. She thought to herself, I
didn’t see who came down. What if it was Jesus? If it was Jesus, she hoped her bathroom was clean enough. She hoped He used
her towel and all her shower soap. She realized that she should treat her roommate as she would treat Jesus.
She noted Jesus is just as real today. He talks to you when you are bombarded. He is calling you to be still and Pray and
spend time with Him. See Jesus in each other and be his hands and feet.
Stacy loves singing to Mary. And she sings to Mary 3 times because what better way to be close to God than through Mary
who is the daughter, spouse and mother of God.
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AN INTRODUCTION

Carol Brennan, Milwaukee Province Director

TREASURER’S REPORT
Lynn Neeck

I was recently installed as Milwaukee Province Checking account balance:
$5,023.10
Director for the NCCW. Many of you know Savings account balance:
$12,480.26
me from my past years in CCW but I will
Scholarship balance:
$4,615.94
share a little more information about myself.
(as of 9/22/17)
John and I have been married for 52 years,
have 3 children and 7 grandchildren. We were Affiliate dues have been emailed (and mailed)
transferred around a lot, lived in 4 different states, 7 cities and several out. Please contact Lynn if you have not yet
different dioceses so learned to adapt to change. We enjoyed every place received your statement or if there are any
we lived and being an RN I could find a job wherever we went. When contact/address corrections. We have been
John retired we moved back to Wisconsin to be near the family, settled in updating the directory as any come in.
Berlin and are members of All Saints Parish, Berlin, Madison Diocese. I
This year, we reviewed the proposed budget
joined CCW 17 years ago and haven’t looked back. This is an
organization that challenges me to grow spiritually and to put my faith and made some revisions that we believe are
more realistic with our expected income and
into action – it challenges me to reach out to others.
In my new position I will serve and represent all five arch/dioceses in expenses. Funding the Convention with
Wisconsin as liaison from NCCW to the dioceses. Other than my work Duluth will be based on our estimated
on the NCCW Board, my job is to promote NCCW and to keep us all attendance. If both diocese have equal
connected and informed. If you have issues or concerns, don’t hesitate to attendees, we will split the costs 50/50. If we
contact me.
have a lower attendance after the Convention,
The NCCW Convention theme was 97 years Living the Joy of the we will break out cost accordingly.
Gospel. You will hear the theme “Joy” often in the future. Our new
NCCW President, Maribeth Stewart, has named her themes for her term: “NCCW: Reflecting the Joy of God…” with a
different emphasis each year.
Jean Kelly, our Milwaukee Past Province Director was installed as NCCW President-Elect. It will be a joy working with
her. Wisconsin has had so many active members of NCCW that have been great examples for us. Special thanks to
Lucille Brandner for all she has done these past two years.
We would like all women to unite in prayer and we ask that in your daily prayers: 1. Pray for all lapsed Catholics and 2.
Pray for our country – for its safety and for a return to Godliness.
SAVE THE DATE: AUGUST 4, 2018 for LTD Workshop in La Cross which will be sponsored by the entire
Province.
I look forward to working with all of you and attending your conventions and special events. Please keep me in your
prayers these next two years as I continue my faith journey.

THE SISTERS’ FORUM
Sr. Cecelia Fandel

We are trying to get a Grant from the Extension to be part of the Latin American Exchange, and we are hoping to bring
three sisters to the Diocese. We are currently waiting on a Bridge Grant to prepare for the Sisters’ arrival. For more
information on the Sister Exchange program, see the article “Sisterhood in Action” from the Fall 2017 Extension
magazine (online at catholicextension.org)

UPCOMING EVENTS
December 2
January 22
May 22

Advent Retreat
SDCCW Board Meeting
Diocesan Convention

St. John the Baptist in Webster
Our Lady of the Lakes in Balsam Lake
St. Scholastica in Duluth
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